
 
MINUTES of MEETING of BUTE AND COWAL AREA COMMITTEE held in the EAGLESHAM 

HOUSE, MOUNTPLEASANT ROAD, ROTHESAY  
on TUESDAY, 3 AUGUST 2010  

 
Present: Councillor B Marshall (Chair) 

 
 Councillor A MacAlister Councillor L Scoullar 
 Councillor R Macintyre Councillor R Simon 
 Councillor A McNaughton Councillor I Strong 
 Councillor J McQueen Councillor J R Walsh 
   
Attending: Shirley MacLeod, Area Manager, Customer Services 
 Sandy Mactaggart, Executive Director, Development and 

Infrastructure Services 
 Martin Gorringe, Marine and Airports Manager 

Arthur McCulloch, Principal Engineer 
Lorna Pearce, THI Project Officer 
Mike Johnstone, Best Value Officer 
Chris Goan, Area Manager, Mental Health 
Caroline Sheen, Estates Surveyor 
Allan Macdonald, Area Streetscene Manager 
John Duncan, Area Children’s Manager 
Liz Marion, Senior Community Learning & Development Worker 
Jim Anderson, Performance Manger 
Robert Smith 
 
Inspector Anderson, Strathclyde Police 
Inspector O’Neill, Strathclyde Police 

 
 1. APOLOGIES 

 
  None 

 
 2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
  Councillor Marshall declared a non financial interest in item 6 (a) by reason of 

being a members of the Burgh Hall Committee and took no part in the decision 
of that item. 
 
Councillor MacAlister declared a non financial interest in item 6 (a) and 11 (b) by 
reason of being a member of the Burgh Hall Committee and of the Dunoon 
Combined Services Trust and took no part in the decision of those items. 
 
Councillor McQueen declared a non financial interest in item 11 (b) by reason of 
being a members of the Dunoon Combined Services Trust and took no part in 
the decision of that item. 
 
 
 



 
 3. MINUTES 

 
  (a) MINUTES OF MEETING OF 1ST JUNE 2010 

 
   The Minutes of the Area Committee of the 3rd August 2010 were approved 

as a correct record. 
 

 4. PRESENTATION TO ROBERT SMITH 
 

  Members heard from the Performance Manager on the number of years service 
Robert Smith has given to the Burgh Council, District Council and Argyll and 
Bute Council. 
 
The Committee presented Robert Smith with a Quaich and wished him all the 
best in his retirement. 
 

 5. CUSTOMER SERVICES 
 

  (a) VERBAL REPORT ON DUNOON - GOUROCK FERRY SERVICE 
 

   The Committee heard a verbal update from the Area Manager, Customer 
Services on the Gourock/Dunoon Ferry Service.  She advised that the 
Tender Documents have still not been published but should be imminently. 
 
Decision 
 
The Committee noted the detail provided on this matter. 
 

  (b) DUNOON AND DISTRICT ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION 
 

   Members heard an update from the Area Manager, Customer Services on 
the Dunoon and District Allotment Association. 
 
Decision 
 
Members noted the work undertaken to date by the Area Manager and 
agreed the Council would continue to help facilitate the development of 
allotments when the Association can identify a suitable area of ground. 
  
(Reference: Report by the Area Manager, Customer Services dated 7th July 
2010 – submitted) 
 

 6. COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 

  (a) GRANTS TO THIRD SECTOR 2010/11 
 

   Councillor A MacAlister and Councillor B Marshall, having declared a non 
financial interest in this item, left the meeting and took no part in the 
discussion of the Dunoon Burgh Hall Project. 
 
The Committee considered Third Sector and Events and Festivals Grants 
as follows: 



 
Third Sector Grants Project Costs Grant Awarded 
P.A.C.C.T £5,714 £2,000 
Bute Advice Centre £77,652 £4,000 
Sandbank Senior Citizens Club £4,930 £762 
Dunoon and Cowal Elderly Forum £2,359 £450 
Cowal Dog Training Club £1,360 £0 
   
Events and Festivals Grants Project Costs Grant Awarded 
Dunoon Burgh Hall Project £6,500 £3,250 

 

(Reference: report by the Community Development Manager – submitted) 
 

 7. DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
 

  (a) BUTE & COWAL HEADSTONES 
 

   Members heard from the Executive Director, Development and 
Infrastructure Services, on the current developments regarding the safety of 
headstones in Argyll & Bute Cemeteries. 
 
Decision 
 
The Committee:- 
  

1. Agreed with the recommendations contained in the report by the 
Executive Director. 

2. Agreed that Members would be kept informed on the programme 
and progress of the survey at the Area Business Days. 

 
(Reference:  Report by the Executive Director, Development and 
Infrastructure Services dated 21st July 201 – submitted) 
 

  (b) MILTON BURN FLOOD PREVENTION SCHEME 
 

   Members heard from the Principal Engineer on the status of the Milton Burn 
Flood Prevention scheme. 
 
Decision 
 
The Committee:- 
 

1. Noted the contents of the report by the Principal Engineer. 
2. Noted that the future timeline of the Project is entirely dependant 

on the agreement regarding access being reached with Morrisons 
Supermarket. 

 
(Reference: Report by the Principal Engineer dated 23rd July 2010 – 
submitted) 
 



 
  (c) ROTHESAY CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

 
   Members heard from the Executive Director, Development and 

Infrastructure Services on the new festive lighting for Rothesay Town 
Centre. 
 
Decision 
 
The Committee:- 
   

1. Agreed with the recommendations contained in the report 
by the Executive Director. 

2. Agreed an on site meeting would be arranged with the 
three local Members and Officers as soon as possible to 
progress this matter.  

 
(Reference:  Report by the Executive Director, Development and 
Infrastructure Services dated 21st August 2010 – submitted) 
 

  (d) CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL AND CONSERVATION AREA 
MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR ROTHESAY TOWN CENTRE 

 
   Members heard from the THI Project Officer on the Conservation Area 

Appraisal and Management Plan for Rothesay Town Centre Conservation 
Area. 
 
Decision 
 
The Committee approved the Rothesay Town Centre Conservation Area 
Appraisal and Management Plan. 
 
(Reference:  Report by the THI Project Officer – submitted) 
 

  (e) WINTER MAINTENANCE POLICY AND OPERATIONAL PLAN 2010 - 
2011 

 
   Members heard from the Executive Director, Development and 

Infrastructure Services on the progress towards provision of a revised 
Policy and Operations Plan for Winter Maintenance Operations 2010-11. 
 
Decision 
 
The Committee noted the revised schedule for presentation of documents 
and the amended scope, in light of the current economic conditions and 
present Service Review process, for Financial year 2011-2012. 
 
(Reference:  Report by the Executive Director, Development and 
Infrastructure Services dated 8th July 2010 – submitted) 
 



 
 8. CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S UNIT 

 
  (a) AREA SCORECARD 

 
   Members heard from the Best Value Officer on the Area Scorecard and the 

Key Performance Indicators. 
 
Decision 
 
The Committee:- 
 

1. Agreed to have more critical scrutiny of targets. 
2. Agreed to have better quarterly measures on Roads 

Maintenance. 
3. Agreed the trend for Car Parking Income be put on the 

agenda for the Area Business Meeting. 
 

 9. STRATHCLYDE POLICE 
 

  (a) ABANDONED TRAILERS AT PORT BANNATYNE 
 

   Members heard from Inspector Anderson on the abandoned trailers at Port 
Bannatyne. 
 
Decision 
 
The Committee:-  
 

1. Agreed to seek clarification from Legal Services on the 
enforcement of the legislation. 

2. Agreed to put a Notice on the trailers concerned. 
3. Agreed to start the process of a Traffic Order to prevent 

this happening in the future. 
 

 10. PUBLIC AND COUNCILLOR QUESTION TIME 
 

  The Committee were asked for clarification on the Headstone paper by Aileen 
McNicol, Dunoon Observer; she received advice from the Area Streetscene 
Manager. 
 
Councillor Marshall expressed his concern over the number of fatalities on Argyll 
& Bute roads and he received informative advice on how Strathclyde Police are 
dealing with the issue from Inspector O’Neill. 
 
Councillor Marshall asked about the roadside grass cutting schedule for this year 
and received advice from the Area Streetscene Manager. 
 
 



 
 11. EXEMPT ITEMS 

 
 The Committee resolved in terms of Section 50(A)(4) of the Local Government 

(Scotland) Act 1973, to exclude the public for the following items of business on the 
grounds that it was likely to involve the disclosure of exempt information as defined in 
Paragraphs 6 and 9 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A to the Local Government (Scotland) Act 
1973. 
 
 

  (a) SALE OF LAND AT TIGHNABRUAIGH 
 

   Members heard from the Estates Surveyor on the sale of a strip of ground 
at Tighnabruiach to the Kilfinan Community Forest Company. 
 
Decision 
 
The Committee:- 
 

1. Agreed to the recommendations contained in the report by the 
Executive Director of Customer Services. 

2. Agreed to recommend to the Executive Committee to approve 
recommendation 2.2 in the report by the Executive Director of 
Customer Services. 

 
(Reference: Report by the Executive Director of Customer Services dated 
7th July 2010 – submitted) 
 
 

 
  (b) PROPOSED LEASE ASSIGNATION, 32 UNION STREET, DUNOON 

 
   Councillor A MacAlister and Councillor J McQueen, having declared a non 

financial interest in this item, left the meeting and took no part in the 
discussion. 
 
Members heard from the Estates Surveyor on the proposed lease 
assignation of 32 Union Street, Dunoon to the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders Regimental Association. 
 
Decision 
 
The Committee:- 
 

1. Agreed to the recommendations contained in the report by the 
Executive Director of Customer Services. 

2. Agreed to recommend to the Executive Committee to approve the 
recommendation contained in the report by the Executive Director 
of Customer Services. 

 
(Reference: Report by the Executive Director of Customer Services dated 
7th July 2010 – submitted) 
 



  (c) BUTE AND COWAL HARBOUR BOARD 
 

   Councillor B Marshall submitted his apologies and left the meeting at this 
stage, Councillor L Scoullar took on the role of Chair. 
 
Members heard from the Executive Director, Development and 
Infrastructure Services and the Marine and Airports Manager on the 
responsibilities of the Harbour Board. 
 
Decision 
 
The Committee:-  
    

1. Agreed recommendation 2.1: Councillors Manintyre and 
Strong recorded their absolute dissent with 
recommendation 2.1 in terms of the detail / lack of sound 
evidence in terms of the manner in which the Risk 
Assessment process has been carried out. 

2. The Committee unanimously agreed point 2.2 and 2.3 in 
the report by the Executive Director of Development and 
Infrastructure Services. 

 
(Reference: Report by the Executive Director of Development and 
Infrastructure Services dated 23rd July 2010 – submitted) 
 


